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monotheistic character of his former religion, at the
expense of veracity. The spelling of the names cof
the divinities and the translations of formulas showr
that M. Siouffi knows next to nothing of the Mandsean
language. Indeed, had he really studied it to any
purpose, he could hardly have failed to hear of
Norberg, Petermann, Euting, and JMdeke, and to
have read the Sabian scriptures in the European
texts.

One word must, however, be said in favour of
M. Siouffi's account of the Mandsean religion, as
explained to him by the convert Adam. It has been
assumed that, because this account differs widely
from that set forth in the Mandsean scriptures, it is
therefore wholly inaccurate. Admitting M. Siouffi's
ignorance and his teacher's possible dishonesty, these
are scarcely sufficient to account for the origin of all
the traditions and beliefs described in the " Etudes
sur la religion des Soubbas." We cannot help think-
ing that the religion set forth in the pages of this
work has some existence in fact, and is not merely
the result of an ingenious fabricator and a too con-
'fiding and ill-informed pupil. The Mandaean religion, as
found in the scriptures of the sect, is too complicated
and too profound for the mass of believers; more-
over, even in this form, it shows a remarkable process
of degradation from its original conception. Very
few of the modern Mandseans know the contents of
their sacred books, and it is quite possible that an
exoteric doctrine grew up beside the priestly religion,
and that some of M. Siouffi's traditions ^really repre-